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We are pleased to report that the ILO Governing Body, in November 2015, held a 
discussion on the rights of indigenous peoples and inclusive and sustainable 
development which resulted in a new strategy for reinforced ILO action in this regard.1 
 
A key focus of the strategy is building effective mechanisms for consultation and 
participation. The ILO supervisory bodies, which have the mandate to assess conformity 
of national law and practice with the ILO Indigenous and Tribal Peoples Convention, 
1989 (No. 169), where ratified, have frequently raised concerns with regard to the 
insufficient application of the Convention’s provisions regarding these matters. 
 
The Convention provides a powerful and legally binding framework for ensuring that 
indigenous peoples’ human rights are upheld and that they have a real possibility to 
influence decisions regarding matters that concern them. The absence of effective 
consultation mechanisms is an obstacle for building inclusive, democratic and 
prosperous societies that pursue sustainable development based on respect of 
indigenous peoples’ rights, cultures and institutions. 
 
Having studied the reports before the Council, and for the sake of avoiding any 
misunderstandings as to the obligations under Convention No. 169, the ILO would like 
to recall that its Article 6 provides that reaching agreement or consent is the objective of 
consultations, which is different from a duty to obtain consent or a right to veto. The 
ILO has developed a Handbook to promote a better understanding of the Convention’s 
provisions which is available online. 2 
 
The participation of indigenous peoples will be even more important as implementation 
of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development starts. Achieving the Sustainable 
Development Goals requires specific attention to the rights and needs of indigenous and 
tribal peoples across the world.3  The ILO reiterates its commitment to providing 
technical assistance to member States with regard to Convention No. 169 and to 
promote the rights of indigenous peoples in cooperation with UN partners. 

																																																								
1 See http://www.ilo.org/gb/GBSessions/GB325/pol/WCMS_412809/lang--en/index.htm  
2	ILO, Handbook for Tripartite Constituents – Understanding the Indigenous and Tribal Peoples 
Convention, 1989 (No. 169), available at www.ilo.org/indigenous  
3 See ILO, Sustainable Development Goals – Indigenous peoples in focus, available at 
www.ilo.org/indigenous  


